Boat safety - it’s our responsibility
Summertime is for many a time for relaxation and holidays.  For some this means a trip to the lake to go boating.  Regardless of what type of boat we use, it should be operated in a safe and competent manner.  Already this year, several people have died while boating.  Besides operating the boat safely, we also need to make sure the boat is in good condition and it is equipped with the proper safety equipment.
Most of us don’t rent or operate large cruising vessels.  For this reason the safety items needed for the more common boats (those under 6 metres in length) are mentioned below.
If you rent a boat make sure the required items are on board.  If not, don’t be afraid to ask for the required equipment.  It is safer for you and the owner will also have his investment protected if the boat is properly equipped.

Required Equipment:
•  Floatation Device: One life jacket or PFD’s (Personal Floatation Devices) is required for each person on board.  PFD’s are more popular and fit differently. They will keep you afloat, but generally won’t turn you over to a face upward position.  Children should be outfitted with life jackets that are sized according to their weight.  They should also fit snugly, with all straps or clips fastened, so the child can’t slip out of this life-saving device.

•  Oars or paddle: There must be two oars with oar locks, or a paddle. 

•  Bailer: A can, cup or manual pump to drain water that enters the boat.  A good size can is required to remove excess water quickly.

• Fire extinguisher: If the boat is equipped with a inboard motor, cooking or heating appliances, then a fire extinguisher is required.  If this is an option for your boat, it is still a good safety device to have on board.

•  Distress Signals: In emergencies, getting others attention is vital.  It is difficult to hear a voice after the boat is a distance from shore.  For this reason air horns, whistle or other such noise making devices are needed. Also required are three approved Canadian flares or a watertight flashlight.

• Heaving Line: This rescue rope must be a minimum of 15 metres in length.

• Navigation Lights: During the hours of darkness or poor visibility lights are required.

•  Boat Operator Card: All operators will require one by September 2009. Presently it is being phased in over the next few years. 

For further information on boat safety, contact the Marine Unit at 416-808-5800.         (PRESS RELEASE)
