Aid for AIDS concert

Nothing about the “Aid for AIDS” concert was amateur. Professionalism was evident — from the well put-together souvenir program to the setting of props and microphones, to the creative lighting, which enhanced the ambiance of the concert. Sound Engineers - Victor Sawal and Boots del Rosario,  delivered a smooth transition between songs.  The breathtaking overhead visuals supplemented the lyrics. 
Before the concert, held July 10, 2004 at Churchill Heights Baptist Church in Toronto, guests were treated flawlessly to a buffet dinner. The food, catered by Mr. Ramon De Jesus of Salu-Salo Together, was first rate; assisted by the dedicated crew of the Filipino Connection Group.  The mood was set for an evening of entertainment. 

The concert started on time.  Melanie Hallim performed Rodel Naval’s own composition, “Across From the Rain” and Christina Aguillera’s “I Turn to You.” Melanie’s powerful voice hit the high notes with ease.  Ms. Sandy Paredes, whose voice was a reminiscent of Carole King, has moved and applauded Filipinos and non-Filipinos alike with her songs and as they watched some Philippine sceneries and pictures on the screen of people infected with and affected by AIDS that RoNACO is helping. Abraham Ortiz and Anthony Joseph Lusaya  belted out with fervor the songs “Lumayo Ka Man” and “Muli”, respectively, that made Rodel a household name. 

One of the highlights of the evening was Rodel’s youngest sister, Marie Naval Castellvi, singing with Rodel his composition “Once Again,” a la Natalie Cole and Nat King Cole. It was a tear jerking duet! Scanning the audiences proved that Marie and Rodel captured them, as they wiped their tears away. Singing was not the only skill and talent that Marie possesses - incidentally, Marie also directed the concert.  She visualized all that was important in producing a successful and professional concert; bringing with her a wealth of experience. Marie triumphantly succeeded in all essence of what a professional director should be. Aid for AIDS concert was a success!!.                    (PRESS RELEASE)
