‘Strengthening Canada-R.P. relations’ 

– Canadian envoy Sutherland

By Jojo Taduran

TORONTO–”We are continuously working hard to strengthen the diplomatic relations between the Government of Canada and the Republic of the Philippines,” according to Ambassador Peter  Sutherland in a speech delivered last Monday (Sept. 12) before the Filipino-Canadian leaders and businessmen at the Golden Valley banquet hall.

According to Mr. Sutherland, they are also encouraging Canadian businessmen to invest in the Philippines’ mining industry considering that the country is so rich in mineral deposit.

He made mention of the close coordination he has made with the Canadian Mining Association.

Right now, he said that there are three newly established calling Canadian centers in the Philippines which include two in Manila and one in Baguio City.

Mr. Sutherland pointed out that the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) is pushing to give more grants to the different remote barangays in the Philippines.

He also batted for more assistance to the small and medium businesses in the Philippines which will create more jobs to the people in the countryside.

The meeting of the Filipino-Canadian leaders and businessmen was organized jointly by the Philipppine Consul General’s Office Toronto headed by Consul General Alejandro B. Mosquera, Consul Julius D. Torres, and Vice Consul Indhira C. Banares and the Philippine Chamber of Commerce - Toronto headed by its’ president Cora de la Cruz and immediate past president Rafael Nebres.

In the meantime, Mr. Sutherland brought out the fact that the Government of Canada through the Citizenship and Immigration Canada has sent some 13,000 immigrants from the Philippines in 2004 which is the third biggest with China as number one and India as number two.

He also cited the 25,000 Canadian tourists who went to the Philippines last year.

Also present during the meeting were Commissioner Allan Ballak, International Trade Canada; Ms. Agnes Van Bosch, vice president, Canadian Executive Search Organzation; and Ms. Pamela Kock, Contract Director for Africa and Asia.
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