Coup and Counter-Coup at PCCT

By Manny Bade 

IF I had to tell you about a plot so thick you can cut it with a knife, or a tale of betrayal and double cross you’d probably think of CIA vs. KGB. But the spy mystery worth a story line for a James Bond movie is in fact the latest episode at the Philippine Chamber of Commerce Toronto (PCCT). How business people in dark suits got involved in a cloak-and-dagger affair is beyond me. One can’t help but wonder what sinister schemes are being cooked up in some boardrooms of Filipino-Canadian businesses. But it certainly is intriguing, and downright dirty. 

So messy in fact that after the dust had settled, two erstwhile directors of the PCCT, including its president-in-waiting were howling foul, having been ousted from the board, feeling betrayed in what could only be described as a classic power struggle. 

Here are the dramatis personae: Rafael “Paeng” Nebres, outgoing president; Ted Dayno, presidential nominee; Cora dela Cruz, president elect; Henry Sia, vice-president elect; Marissa Corpus, presidential aspirant; Oswald Tugadi, outgoing corporate secretary. Supporting casts: Jess Carlos, ousted director; Fred Traballo, corporate secretary nominee; Egay Gonzales, treasurer nominee; Cesar Prado, vice-president nominee.

What’s so interesting in this drama is that the two main protagonists in this battle are both the nicest people you’ll ever know. Rafael “Paeng” Nebres is the affable incumbent president of the PCCT, while Ted Dayno is Nebres’ likable heir apparent. 

The antagonists are those behind these gentlemen, the handlers of these protagonists who like two chess grandmasters would pit their juggernaut in play - the better one at end games having won the day: Jess Carlos on Ted Dayno’s corner, and Henry Sia as Paeng Nebres’ right hand man. The main difference is that while Dayno is a willing participant in the play, Paeng Nebres, as claimed by Sia hadn’t had a clue as to what was being done while he was out of the country. 

When I interviewed Sia and Dayno, the two presented very different versions of the event. While Dayno’s camp claims through Philippine Courier publisher Mon Datol that he has been betrayed and railroaded by Paeng Nebres, Henry Sia claims that it was the Dayno camp who started a failed coup attempt that Sia and his lieutenant Oswald Tugadi had crushed in a counter-coup. Even more intriguing is the fact Ted Dayno was reluctant to call it a betrayal; while Henry Sia emphasized that he believed his friend Dayno is not the mastermind of all these, but that he’s just a front of people who manipulated him from behind the scene. 

While Ted Dayno says that the series of events opened at the caucus meeting chaired by Paeng Nebres, Henry Sia would claim that the plot actually started weeks earlier sometime in September 2004 at the residence of Ted Dayno’s sister, Tessie Cuevas in Markham. 

As related by Sia, in that meeting PCCT director Jess Carlos organized a team he called the “Magic 8” for the purpose of presenting a slate at the upcoming election of the PCCT. As President Nebres and the other incumbent officers and directors were unaware of this move, Carlos was in fact planning a coup. 

The slate was composed of Ted Dayno, president; Cesar Prado, first vice-president; Jess Carlos, second vice-president; Fred Traballo, third vice-president; Egay Gonzales, treasurer; Oswald Tugadi, corporate secretary. To complete the “magic 8”, Tess Mallari and Ace Alvarez were named, together with an alternate Lino Sabilano as reserve. 

Unbeknown to Carlos, a double agent (mole) was in the meeting, who reported its activity to Henry Sia. The same mole attested that four members of the group were persuaded by Jess Carlos to join the group only because Carlos assured them that Paeng Nebres was not running for reelection as president. 

On October 25, the mole again tipped Henry Sia that Jess Carlos called another meeting at Desserts 2000 to plot a strategy for the group. Sia alerted Paeng Nebres, who had been invited by Ted Dayno to attend the meeting. The two went to Desserts 2000, much to the surprise of most of the group since Ted did not tell them he invited Nebres. While Paeng Nebres sat there aghast, Jess Carlos called the meeting to order and presented the complete slate for the upcoming election. Henry Sia interrupted the meeting to tell them that contrary to what they have been told, Paeng Nebres was still running for president. Paeng Nebres and Henry Sia then left the stunned group. 

The next day, Ted Dayno went to Paeng Nebres’s office and told him that he has been misled to believe that Paeng was no longer running for reelection. He told Paeng that he won’t run against him within the party if Paeng was still running, but that he would leave the party if Paeng decides to run for president. Having heard that, Paeng assured him that he had then decided he was no longer running for reelection as president to preserve the unity of the PCCT. 

While the renegades were roiling the incumbents, a dark horse suddenly appeared in the person of Marissa Corpus who stated her intention to seek the presidency. Paeng Nebres wanted to preserve his legacy from the two years of his presidency and did not want to have an outsider steal the election from his bitterly divided party. He therefore told his caucus that he decided, in a bid to unite his fragmented party not to seek reelection if the top three contenders - Cora dela Cruz, Henry Sia and Ted Dayno together with his group would seek nomination at the scheduled caucus/convention and whoever was voted in or out would respect the outcome of the nomination vote. The three agreed. 
On October 27, Paeng Nebres opened the convention to nominate the slate for the upcoming PCCT election, announcing that he decided not to seek reelection as president. Horse trading and alignment soon began, with Henry Sia deciding not to run for president, and instead put his support behind Cora dela Cruz. 
Jess Carlos, while surreptitiously campaigning for Ted Dayno and the rest of the “magic 8” told all who would listen that Marissa Corpus was ready, having already assembled her own slate. 

In a bit of a dramatic manoeuver, Cora dela Cruz arrived with four new directorial candidates, a move that Ted Dayno’s group bitterly objected as it would dilute the group’s “solid” eight directors. The objection was overruled and the nomination battle started with 19 participants. 
In the duel between Ted Dayno and Cora dela Cruz for the presidential nomination, Ted got the upper hand winning by 2 votes. Paeng Nebres abstained. 

In the first vice-presidential nomination, Cesar Prado was nominated and Jess Carlos immediately moved to close the nomination. Henry Sia objected and nominated Cora dela Cruz who won handily 14 to 5. 
The first crack of the “solid” magic 8 left Prado in shock. How did he get only 5 votes? What happened to the other 3 votes? 

For second vice-presidential nomination, Jess Carlos was nominated, while Henry Sia reluctantly accepted the other nomination. Much to Mr. Carlos’ surprise, Henry won 14-5. Again, 3 votes deserted the renegades. The group’s proponent Jess Carlos was livid. 
For 3rd vice-president, Ace Alvarez, the only candidate won by acclamation. 

Fred Traballo, though not present was nominated and won as corporate secretary accepting the nomination over the phone. 
Egay Gonzales was voted treasurer-nominee. 

After the nominations were completed, Paeng Nebres instituted an agreement wherein all candidates agree on the motto: “All for one and one for all.”

The problem is the agreement is so ambiguous that both camps now interpreted it their own way. Ted Dayno’s camp claimed it is a blanche carte promise by everyone to campaign for each other, while Henry Sia averred there was no such promise, then made use of the “if” clause that they were duty bound to adhere to the line-up only if all the signatories in the agreement are elected as directors. In philosophical term this means, Ted Dayno’s camp interpreted it “a priori”, while Henry Sia understood it “a posteriori”. Ted Dayno and his people asserted the agreement says all must support each other to get elected, while Henry Sia’s group says you got to be elected first before we will support you in the position you were nominated. Whether the ambiguity was intentional or Mr. Sia simply used it as a loophole he is not saying. 

Henry Sia averred that Jess Carlos on so many occasion, almost daily would feed him and the other incumbents rumours about the supposed strength of the Marissa Corpus group. It now appeared that Carlos’ main intention was simply to tax their patience and discourage them enough to stop trying. But, Sia contented that instead of being discourage, he and Oswald Tugadi worked even harder, and were successful in not only renewing the memberships of the 70 or so lapsed members, but even more so signing up new members including over 30 corporate memberships which amount to 3 votes each. Sia also said that while they did the signing up of new and lapsed members, they also at the same time asked them for proxy votes. That was the reason they were able to garner 200 plus proxy votes by election day. In contrast, the Dayno group had done practically no recruiting and signing up on the last weeks leading to the election. 

It was Ted Dayno’s contention that Sia’s group had misused the proxy votes to their unfair advantage. When asked by this writer if he indeed used those proxy votes to make Cora dela Cruz president, in effect making himself a kingmaker, Henry Sia readily admitted it. Was it legitimate for him to vote his choices on behalf of the members who gave him their proxy votes, Henry Sia said it is. Sia said that if the member gave him a proxy ballot already marked, then the member had expressed his choice. In fact a few of the proxy votes he acquired did have such a mark in favour of Ted Dayno. But if the member signed a blank proxy vote then it is an indication that the member gave Sia the authority to vote on their behalf, just like a general power of attorney. 

It now appears even to a casual observer that Jess Carlos’ grand scheme to get Ted Dayno elected on a putsch against the party and to make himself vice-president in the process had boomeranged big time. He had run against two tireless recruiters in Henry Sia and Oswald Tugadi, Sia using all available tricks in his bag pull a big one. Too bad because personally, I believe Ted Dayno could have pulled it if he did it according to party rules. But apparently, someone had used him and butchered his chances and ruined some good friendships in the process. 

Through all these, the man who exhibited the utmost in statesmanship, upholding his dignity, and sacrificing his own ambitions for the sake of the unity of the PCCT is Rafael Nebres. His only regret is that the legacy he wants so badly to leave the chamber had now been tainted by this scandal. It is now up to President Cora dela Cruz, Henry Sia and their team to turn this crisis around.
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